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MAIN TEXT: GALATIANS 2:11-14

11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face,
because he stood condemned. 12For before certain men came
from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came
he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision
party. 13And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with
him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.
14But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the
truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you,
though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you
force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”

MATURITY SHOWS IN ________________________.

MATURITY MEANS BEING __________________________.

MATURITY ISN’T SINLESSNESS—__________________________.

MATURITY RESTS IN GRACE, _____________________.

TRUE GREATNESS IS FOUND IN _______________________________.

PAUL WROTE HIS LETTER TO THE GALATIANS TO A GROUP OF
YOUNG CHURCHES IN SOUTH GALATIA, IN MODERN-DAY
TURKEY.  SHORTLY AFTER PAUL AND BARNABAS SAILED BACK
TO SOUTHERN ASIA MINOR, THE JUDAIZERS MOVED IN ON THE
YOUNG CHURCHES OF SOUTHERN GALATIA. THEY AIMED TO
HIJACK THESE NEW BELIEVERS WITH A FALSE GOSPEL OF
WORKS, STARTING BY ATTACKING PAUL’S CREDIBILITY AS AN
APOSTLE.
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1. Isolate Yourself
Pull away from community, accountability, and
meaningful relationships.
Avoid church, small groups, mentors, and close friends.
Tell yourself: “I’m fine on my own.”

Why it ruins you:
Sin grows in the dark (Proverbs 18:1 – “Whoever isolates
himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all
sound judgment.”)
Isolation breeds unhealthy thoughts, bitterness, and
temptation.
Without godly voices, you’re left with your own flawed
reasoning.

2. Ignore Your Boredom
Numb your soul with distraction (scrolling, bingeing,
shopping).
Avoid silence, stillness, and solitude with God.
Refuse to ask the deeper questions like, “Why am I
restless?”

Why it ruins you:
Boredom is often a sign of spiritual hunger or
dissatisfaction.
Left unexamined, it leads to destructive escapes:
pornography, overworking, affairs, etc.
We miss God’s invitation to real joy and purpose.

3. Believe in Yourself
Make yourself the center of your universe.
Trust your feelings, desires, and plans above all else.
Say, “I don’t need God. I’ve got this.”

Why it ruins you
The heart is deceitful above all things (Jeremiah 17:9).
Self-confidence without Christ leads to pride, burnout,
and eventual collapse.
We were made to believe in God, not ourselves (Proverbs
3:5-6).
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